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“Now the Lord is the 
Spirit, and where the 
Spirit of theLord is, 

there is liberty.”  

2Corinthians 3:17 

From Executive Director, Darryll Davis 
 By Jon Walker….

https://www.facebook.com/groups/LiftUpPrayers/

         

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

As you all know from the last 
newsletter we have started a new 
group on Facebook called “Lift Up”.  
We now have close to 200 members 
that are joining us in weekly prayer 
for The Prisoner‟s Hope.  This has 
been an amazing way for us to reach 
out to like-minded believers asking 
the Lord for his provision and grace.  
If you are on Facebook, please 
consider joining the group and be a 
prayer warrior for the ministry.   
We would also like to celebrate the 

fact that we now have 837 followers 
on our Facebook page!!!! This is a 
great way for us to shine light on the 
amazing things that God is doing here 
with the men and women we serve.  If 
you have not followed us on Facebook 
please take a minute to like our page 
at https://www.facebook.com/ThePrisonersHope 

This will not only help us by allowing 
you to share our posts with your 
followers but will bring you up to date 
on events, fundraisers and other 
information dealing with the ministry.   
As The Prisoners Hope ministry 

grows, we continue to get referrals 
from churches, local agencies, as well 
as our current mentees, for those in 
need of finding a way out of their 
current situation. We are currently at 
capacity in our incarceration program 
and are diligently recruiting mentors 
for men and women.  Please join us in 
praying that the Lord would increase 

our mentors so we may serve the  
much needed demand of broken 
people looking for help to make a 
comeback. 
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Devotions from Darryll…. The Struggle Has Purpose 

How often we take little things in life for granted. For example, 
those of us who have lived in a world that is fast paced and 
frantic seem to “get with the program” and learn to “keep up.”   
Our decision making process becomes stretched and we adapt 
making decisions on the run. In our attempt to be “difference 
makers” in the lives of mentees we often forget how 
incarceration diminishes a man or woman‟s decision making 
process and fosters detrimental co-dependency. 
 

A highly structured environment that comes with a plethora of 
rules removes not only the reason, but the right, to make the 
most ordinary decisions. In such an environment decisions 
such as when you will eat, where you will eat, what time you 
are allowed to be out of the dorm and what time you are to be 
in the dorm, are all decided for the mentee. When you will 
receive  mail, make a phone call, go to the library, see the 
medical department or simply send a package home to Mom 
are all structured times. 
 

When mentee‟s leave prison they are often institutionalized 
and, once engaged in society, are immobilized.  Making the 
most basic decisions becomes daunting and overwhelming. 
This, for us as mentors, is a very precarious place to engage 
with the mentee.  In this window of time, the first weeks out, 
we make every attempt to walk alongside of each mentee to 
“observe” their decisions, being careful not to make their 

decisions for them. Making decisions for them creates and 
reinforces a platform of co-dependency.  Mentees, regardless of 
the time they‟ve been incarcerated, struggle through the early 
days of re-entry as much as they wrestled through the first 
days of imprisonment, faced again with restricted opportunities 
and paralyzing decisions. The struggle does not have to lead to 
discouragement. We must never forget that the same weight 
that pushes down can also build up. God sees the struggle and 
oftentimes uses it to build character, gratitude and 
perseverance in the hearts of His people.  
As mentors we must be cognizant of our role to support and 
find the critical balance that assists our mentees. A balance 
that allows them to grow but does not allow them to grow 
weary. 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/LiftUpPrayers/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LiftUpPrayers/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LiftUpPrayers/
https://www.facebook.com/ThePrisonersHope
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In a Mother’s Words….  

Finding Peace in the Midst of Grief  by Laura Parrish 

Since my son Nick's death from an overdose in April 2016, I strive to move forward every day 
without wallowing in the 'why' - instead being focused on fact there is purpose and meaning in my 
life.  Some days are definitely more difficult than others. Yes - finding peace in the midst of grief can 
be a challenge but peace comes when I focus on the good.  
Peace comes when I strive to live my life focusing on purpose and meaning. One of those 
moments happened in the midst of my volunteer work. I looked up as I was ready to hand a tray to 
one of the clients and I saw the face of a man I have seen before, someone who previously completed 
the program. I smiled as if seeing a long lost friend and told him how good it was to see him. He 
said, "Don't leave here until I get a hug!" I looked up as lunch time was nearing the end and he had 
taken a seat at a table near the counter. I said goodbye to the kitchen staff and made my way out 
into the cafeteria. 
  
This young man came to me and gave me a huge hug, told me he had been incarcerated for the past 
18 months and had since made dramatic personal changes to better his life. We chatted a little 

longer and then he looked me in the eye and asked, "How are YOU doing? I really didn't think after 
all that's happened that you would still be here." We talked a little bit about the pain of losing Nick. 
He told me he knew it hurt because he could see it in my eyes. But I let him know I had to be there 
- for the clients and for me. Peace comes when I focus on purpose and meaning. 
  
Peace comes when I realize there is no answer to the 'why'. Nick's story is filled with so many why's. 
Why that first time? Why addiction? Why was his brain wired so differently than others? Why was 
recovery so difficult for Nick? Why did Nick have to die while others live? The list goes on and on 
but when I focus on the why's, I cannot function. I find myself in constant turmoil, a constant state 
of confusion. So instead, I dig myself out because in those moments, I'm no good to anyone - 
especially myself. I made a promise to my other children when Nick died. They lost their brother - I 
would make sure they did not lose their mother as well. Making this choice requires work and effort 
on my part but it is so worth it. Peace comes when I put the 'why' where it belongs - in God's hands. 
  
Peace comes when I realize prayers really were answered. No, my prayers were not answered in the 
way I wished but I am positive Nick found his healing in heaven. As a mother, when you look into 
your child's eyes and see nothing but pain, healing is the only prayer you have. My prayers had 
been for God to watch over my son.  In the days and moments 
leading up to April 11, 2016, I am certain God was with my 
child.  Peace comes when I realize my child is healed. 
  
Peace comes when I focus on love and goodness. Each and every grief 
journey is different. No two people process grief the same. For me, I 
refuse to be consumed in the negative. This isn't to say there aren't 
days when tears flow without warning, when something out of 
nowhere brings back the memories and the physical heartache, but I 
strive to focus on peace. The only way I know to truly honor Nick's 

life and his memory is to focus on living this life of purpose and 
meaning.  Peace comes when I focus on all that is good in this world. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support Groups:  
502-609-1013 
 

Southeast Christian, 
Thursdays @ 7:15 pm 
  

Northeast Christian, 
Tuesdays at 6:30 pm 
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Here I am, Lord! Answering the Call… 

Mentor Reflections….by Vickie Woodcox 
 

I have been mentoring a woman who has 

been at KCIW for about 30 years.  I have 
been her mentor since 2017.  She will be 
going up for parole in 15 months.   It has 

been nice to get to know her and help her on 
her path as she grows closer to Christ.  I am 

so excited that I will finally be able to meet 
her now that some of the rules have changed 
regarding ministering only outside the prison 

or only in person inside the prison; now we 
can do both.  I have always tried to point her 

to Jesus in every decision she has to make 
and in life in general.  I love using scripture 
because God‟s word “never comes back 

void”.  We try to keep in touch weekly or 
every other week.  We have done bible 
studies together and I send her index cards 

with scripture on them.  I am a homemade 
card maker so I also send her cards full of 

encouragement. 
 
Since we both abused alcohol, she and I 

make a good match.  As in a twelve-step 
program, I share my experience, strength, 

and hope, helping to guide her on her 
journey, looking to Jesus as our “higher 
power”.   Helping her helps me and we both 

grow together in relationship with Christ.  I 
believe I have been blessed by mentoring as 
much or more than she has been blessed.  I 

have so enjoyed 

getting to know 
her and watching 

her grow in 

Christ.  Mentoring 
has been a very 

rewarding 
experience. 
                  
 

 
 
 
 

 

       TPH was excited and honored to be invited 
to speak at the Shelby Christian Church this 
past July at the weekly Celebrate Recovery 
group where Darryll shared his moving and 
inspiring testimony speaking from his own 
experience, strength and hope in Christ. 

A Big Thanks to the Main Event in Louisville 
for hosting our fundraiser on September 
12th to bring awareness of our ministry work 
and fun for the whole family! Gratitude for 
their hospitality and concern for non-profits. 

 

September 12th was our 4th-and best-year- 
participating in “Give for Good Louisville”! 
During this 24 hour platform, donors can give 
to the charity closest to their heart.  Out of our 
goal of $25,000, we reached an outstanding 
$21,000 with another $5000 pledged.  Thank 
you to all our supporters who generously 
followed their hearts to change lives.   If you 
missed this opportunity, visit TPH ministry 
website to give online!  Once again, our 
gratitude to TPH partners who support both 
financially and in prayer!    Darryll 
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On The Other Side 
The Struggle is Real   by Mike Bennett 

I was serving a 27-year sentence on burglary and hand gun charges. I was granted parole 
after 7 years and released on parole on June 19 2019.  I have been out less than 3 months. 

These 3 months have been a real shock to me. I was used to the routine of things; when to 
get up for count, when to eat, what day to go to canteen. I was just going with the flow. 

Then that day came that I saw the parole board and I could not really believe that I heard 
the two ladies‟ say their recommendation was that I be granted parole. I had been on my 
knees for months praying that I would be going home. It was only after I made my way back 

to the cell that I asked myself the enormous question “what am I going to do?” I started to 
worry where am I going to live, what am I going to do for a job, what am I going to do for 
transportation? How am I going to survive summed up all my fears.  While anxiety was 

starting to win, I was still finishing SAP (Substance Abuse Program). I did what I knew 
would work; I started to pray 4-5 times a day that God would show me what I needed to do 

and how to follow through.  

Then that day came; I was going to be released the next morning. Thoughts ran through my 

head. What is it going to be like? Will my family be glad to see me? What about my 
daughter? I missed 7 years of her life; does she even remember me other than just a voice 
on the phone? That first day, the anxiety really was really overwhelming. The only thing I 

knew was to turn to God and lay all my worries at His feet. The anxiety did not go away 
overnight; I still, to this day, get anxious and nervous in crowds of people. But I can say 

that I am getting better every day and I thank God for coming to my rescue every time.   

My second day out, I moved into a sober living home in Louisville. The waiting list is long, 

but, by the grace of God, I was accepted. I‟ve always loved building things and have run a 
lot of equipment in my past.  With Darryll‟s help, the temp agency sent me to a 
construction site. In less than two weeks, the superintendent offered me permanent 

employment with his company. In 20 days, I will be hired on and receive a substantial pay 
raise. A month out and I was able to find a vehicle and get my 

licensee. Truly God has provided everything I need.  I discovered 
life on the outside is not roses and candy.  The world feels like it‟s 
running 100 mph.  I have found the safe and calm place to be is to 

keep my eyes, mind and heart focused on God and keep the faith. 
When I am faced with troubles, I bring them to His feet; He will 

answer, He guides me, He has never let me down. God has blessed 
me with a family who has walked beside me and the TPH ministry 
that mentored me before incarceration, through prison time and 

since I‟ve been out.  Between them both, I have made a successful 
transition into life on the other side. 

            

GivApp is a giving platform that allows 
you to support Christ centered non-profits 
in 3 ways: 

1) One time gift 
2) Recurring monthly gift 
3) „RoundUp‟—dedicate your spare 

change from transactions to TPH 
ministry.  

http://givapp.com/ 
See the ways to Donate at: 
www.theprisonershope.life 

 

http://givapp.com/
http://www.theprisonershope.life/

